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Abstract
The attitude of Gdańsk towards the war between Denmark and Sweden of 1501–

1512 still has not been fully researched by historians. The city, which gained some 
autonomy in its contacts with foreign powers after 1454, remained neutral towards 
this conflict. This status did not change after Lübeck and the other Wendish cities had 
joined the war on the Swedish side, which increased the risk for Gdańsk with regard 
to shipping through the Danish Straits. Gdańsk maritime trade suffered losses due to 
the privateers commissioned by both Danish King Hans and the Lübeck city council. 
This article examines two cases of ships from Gdańsk that were seized. In 1509, the 
vessel of skipper Hans Paul, which carried armour for the garrison of Malbork Castle, 
was captured by Danish privateers, and on 30 May 1510, three ships that were sailing 
back to Gdańsk from Western Europe were seized by Lübeckers. The main purpose of 
this case study, which is based largely on the correspondence included in the official 
Gdańsk town records currently stored in the State Archives in Gdańsk, is to find out 
how those disputes were conducted and what impact they had on the city, its maritime 
trade and diplomacy. The cargo of armour seized in 1509 was recovered only with the 
help of a Polish envoy in Copenhagen, who cooperated with the envoy sent by the city 
of Gdańsk. In the second case, Gdańsk authorities made attempts (which included 
sending official letters and legations, and talks during the Hanseatic diets) to recover 
them at least until the 1540s, albeit to no effect. This failure was a consequence of 
Gdańsk’s neutral status, which limited the influence the city had over King Hans and 
the city authorities of Lübeck. Also, the safety of navigation in the Danish Straits was 
a priority for Gdańsk.
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The economic position of late medieval and early modern Gdańsk (Ger. 

Danzig) – as one of the biggest Hanseatic ports on the Baltic coast and Poland’s 
main foreign trade centre – depended largely on the safety of sea routes. Mari-
time conflicts, especially the Baltic ones, threatened the city’s maritime trade, 
no matter whether it remained neutral or not. Until the sixteenth century, pri-
vateering was actually the only way of waging naval war to harass the shipping 
that was considered hostile. It affected both the external and internal affairs of 
the city because such practices often resulted in disputes over seized ships and 
the goods they carried on board between their former owners and the authori-
ties that had commissioned the privateers.

During the conflicts over the Kalmar Union in the fifteenth and sixteenth 
centuries privateering was carried on especially by Lübeck and Denmark, 
mainly in the Baltic Sea. So was the case with two wars between the Danish-
Norwegian King Hans and Swedish Regents Sten Sture the Elder and his suc-
cessor Svante Nilsson (Natt och Dag) in the years 1497 and 1501–1512, in-
volving Lübeck and the rest of the Wendish cities that entered the conflict on 
Swedish side after 1509, and waged another war against their trade competi-
tors from Holland (1510 –1514). Gdańsk shipping and maritime trade suffered 
from the activity of privateers in both conflicts, despite the city being a neutral 
party and its subordination to the Polish Kingdom. In general, it is possible to 
identify at least 20 seizures of Gdańsk vessels by Danish privateers in the whole 
period of 1497–1512, 19 by Lübeck’s privateers in the years 1510 –1512 and 
three by Hollandish sailors in the service of the Danish Kingdom after 15091. 
As an example, in 1509, Danish privateers seized a vessel from Gdańsk that 
was carrying the cargo of armour being shipped from Amsterdam to Malbork 
Castle. On 30 May 1510, three ships were taken to Lübeck during their return 
journey from Holland and England to Gdańsk. In comparison with other ac-
tions undertaken by Danish privateers against the maritime trade of Gdańsk  
 

1 The article is based on research conducted to prepare a doctoral dissertation: Paweł Sa-
dłoń, Gdańsk wobec działań morskich w okresie rozpadu unii kalmarskiej (PhD diss., Univer-
sity of Gdańsk), Gdańsk 2021. The shipping dispute of 1509 has been already investigated, along 
with other cases, in: idem, Rozwiązywanie gdańsko-duńskich zatargów żeglugowych w latach 
1491–1509, [in:] W epoce żaglowców. Morze od antyku do XVIII wieku, red. Beata Możejko, Ewa 
Bojaruniec-Król, Gdańsk 2016, pp. 154 –159; idem, Skippers from Gdańsk as Victims of Dan-
ish Privateers from the Turn of the 15th Century to the First Half of the 16th Century, [in:] Wasser 
in der mittelalterlichen Kultur. Gebrauch – Wahrnehmung – Symbolik (Das Mittelalter. Perspek-
tiven mediävistischer Forschung, Bd. 4), hrsg. v. Gerlinde Huber-Rebenich, Christian Rohr, 
Michael Stolz, Berlin – Boston 2017, pp. 221– 228; idem, The City of Gdańsk Faces the Threat of 
Danish Privateers at the End of the Fifteenth and during the Sixteenth Century, [in:] New Studies 
in Medieval and Renaissance Poland and Prussia: The Impact of Gdańsk, ed. Beata Możejko, 
London – New York 2017, pp. 114 –126.
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between 1501 and 1512, the incident of 1509 is an exemption. It is parallel to 
the second one due to similar circumstances, such as the route of the vessels, 
the time of the incident and the envoys engaged in the diplomatic missions. 
Those two incidents are, however, exceptional as they are both relatively well 
documented in primary sources, in contrast to many other cases. They pro-
vide details on the seized cargo and information not only about the members 
of the social elite but also about the regular seamen who were involved in the 
disputes, which is rather unique for the merchant shipping of Gdańsk in the 
early sixteenth century.

This article aims to discuss both of the mentioned acts of sea robbery that 
were followed by maritime disputes between Gdańsk on the one hand, and 
Denmark and Lübeck on the other. They shed a light on the external policy 
of Gdańsk and how it interacted with the diplomacy of the Polish King Sigis-
mund I during the first years of his reign, as the city recognised his rule but 
retained some sort of autonomy when dealing with foreign powers2. Those 
disputes also illustrate how the skippers and other crew members participated 
in restitution activities and how the privateering affected the urban commu-
nity. It is possible to examine the similarities and differences between Danish 
and Wendish threats to the maritime trade of neutral Gdańsk, in particular the 
western trade direction, while neither of the discussed cases was directly relat-
ed to the nearly simultaneous Hollandish-Wendish conflict. Through the case 
studies of both incidents, it will be demonstrated that the municipal authori-
ties of Gdańsk were limited in what they could do to resolve both conflicts in 
their favour due to several factors: a) the city’s neutral status; b) limited support 
from the Polish king; c) dependence on the final decision of the Danish king or 
the Lübeck city council (i. e. the authorities that commissioned the privateers); 
d) prioritising the security of Gdańsk shipping through the Danish Straits.

2 Since the Thirteen Years’ War of 1454 –1466 when the city recognised the authority of 
Polish kings, see Marian Biskup, Stosunek Gdańska do Kazimierza Jagiellończyka w okresie woj-
ny trzynastoletniej 1454 –1466 (Roczniki Towarzystwa Naukowego w Toruniu, R. 56, z. 1), Toruń 
1952, pp. 186 –188; Henryk Samsonowicz, Polska a Hanza w XIII–XVI wieku, Zapiski Histo-
ryczne, t. 47: 1982, z. 4, p. 137. The municipal authorities of Gdańsk also corresponded with 
King Casimir IV (d. 1492) about the city’s foreign affairs, see M. Biskup, Stosunek Gdańska do 
Kazimierza Jagiellończyka, p. 187; Beata Możejko, W sprawie jednej pomyłki polskiej kancela-
rii z II połowy XV wieku, czyli przyczynek do funkcjonowania służby dyplomatycznej Kazimie-
rza Jagiellończyka, Studia z Dziejów Średniowiecza, nr 14: 2008, pp. 219 – 220; eadem, „Peter 
von Danzig”. Dzieje wielkiej karaweli 1462 –1475, Gdańsk 2011; for the English translation, see 
eadem, Peter von Danzig: The Story of a Great Caravel (The Northern World, vol. 86), trans. 
Barbara Gostyńska, Leiden 2019. The relationship between the city and its overlords and its 
evolution during the reigns of John I Albert (1492 –1501), Alexander Jagiellon (1501–1506) and 
Sigismund I (1506 –1548) still requires further investigation.
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Maritime disputes and privateer activity as an issue in Gdańsk’s relations 

with other Hanseatic towns and cities and Scandinavian kingdoms during the 
conflicts over the Kalmar Union, the Thirteen Years’ War (1454 –1466) and 
the Anglo-Hanseatic War (1469 –1474) have already been researched by his-
torians, but they mostly focused on the second half of the fifteenth century 3 
and the reign of the Danish King Christian II (1513 –1523)4. The turn of the 
sixteenth century still requires further investigation5.

The sources examined for this article consist of the collection of incoming 
correspondence and documents until 1525 (Pol. Dokumenty i koresponden-
cja do 1525)6 and the books of outgoing correspondence (Lat. Missiva or Libri 
Missuarium)7, both of which belonged to the official Gdańsk town records that 
are currently stored in the State Archives of Gdańsk. Those sources were sup-
plemented with published editions8 and unedited records of external affairs 

3 Marian Małowist, Handel zagraniczny Sztokholmu i polityka zewnętrzna Szwecji w latach 
1471–1503 (Rozprawy Historyczne Towarzystwa Naukowego Warszawskiego, t. 15, z. 2), War-
szawa 1935; Marian Biskup, Kazimierz Jagiellończyk a początki polskiej floty wojennej, Zapiski 
Towarzystwa Naukowego w Toruniu, t. 17: 1951, z. 1– 2, pp. 19 – 30; idem, Stosunek Gdańska do 
Kazimierza Jagiellończyka, passim; idem, Gdańska flota kaperska w okresie wojny trzynastoletniej 
1454 –1466, Gdańsk 1953; Hugo Yrwing, Visby. Hansestad på Gotland, Stockholm 1986; Flem-
ming Sørensen, Familienwirtschaft und baltische Wirtschaft. Das Beispiel der Axelsöhne. Aspek-
te einer spätmittelalterlichen Familienwirtschaft, [in:] Studien zur Geschichte des Ostseeraumes, 
hrsg. v. Thomas Riis, Odense 1995, pp. 79 –145; Justyna Wubs-Mrozewicz, Mercantile Con-
flict Resolution in Practice: Connecting Legal and Diplomatic Sources from Danzig c. 1460 –1580, 
[in:] Understanding the Sources of Early Modern and Modern Commercial Law: Courts, Statutes, 
Contracts, and Legal Scholarship, ed. Heikki Pihlajamäki, Albrecht Cordes, Serge Dauchy, 
Dave De ruysscher (Legal History Library. Studies in the History of Private Law, vol. 14), Lei-
den – Boston 2018, pp. 7– 31; B. Możejko, „Peter von Danzig”, passim.

4 Ruleman Boeszoermeny, Danzigs Theilnahme an dem Kriege der Hanse gegen Christian II. 
von Dänemark. Ein Beitrag zur hanseatisch-scandinavischen Geschichte des XVI. Jahrhunderts. 
Nach Urkunden des Danziger Rathsarchives, Tl. 1– 3, Danzig 1860 –1872; Stanisław Bodniak, Żoł
nierze morscy Zygmunta Starego (1517–1522), Rocznik Gdański, t. 9 –10: 1935/1936, pp. 209 – 222; 
Lars Sjödin, Kalmarunionens slutskede. Gustav Vasas befrielsekrig, vol. 1– 2, Uppsala 1943 –1947.

5 M. Małowist, Handel zagraniczny Sztokholmu, passim; Marian Biskup, Szwecja w kręgu 
polityki Jagiellonów na przełomie XV i XVI wieku (między unią a przymierzem z Litwą i Polską), 
[in:] idem, Opera Minora. Studia z dziejów Zakonu Krzyżackiego, Prus, Polski i krajów nadbał-
tyckich, Toruń 2002, pp. 360 – 402; Jorgen H. Barfod, Flådens fødsel (Marinehistorik Selskabs 
skriftrække, vol. 22), København 1990.

6 Archiwum Państwowe w Gdańsku [State Archives in Gdańsk], Akta Miasta Gdańska 
[Gdańsk Town Records] (hereinafter cited as APG), 300, D.

7 APG 300, 27. For a more detailed description of these records, see Maria Sławoszewska, 
Gdańskie „Missiva”, Archeion, t. 29: 1958, pp. 199 – 207.

8 Hanserecesse von 1477–1530, Abt. 3, Bd. 4, hrsg. v. Dietrich Schäfer, Leipzig 1890 (herein-
after cited as HR III/4); Hanserecesse von 1477–1530, Abt. 3, Bd. 5, hrsg. v. Dietrich Schäfer, Leip-
zig 1894 (hereinafter cited as HR III/5); Hanserecesse von 1477–1530, Abt. 3, Bd. 6, hrsg. v. Dietrich
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from the Lübeck City Archives9. Official letters were not only a working tool 
for the Hanseatic merchants10 but were also used by municipal authorities that 
provided a kind of notary service for burghers11. Also, maritime disputes were 
usually conducted through the exchange of correspondence12 (less often by 
sending legations), as it was a matter of diplomatic relations rather than a legal 
proceeding at the turn of the sixteenth century13.

Gdańsk remained neutral during the Scandinavian wars at the turn of the 
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries for at least two reasons: because of the Polish-
Danish treaty of 1419 (renewed in 1509)14 and primarily due to Gdańsk’s own 
privateering during the Thirteen Years’ War (1454 –1466). Gdańsk’s politics re-
sulted in disruption of the westward shipping through the Danish Straits and 

Schäfer, Leipzig 1899 (hereinafter cited as HR III/6); Hanserecesse von 1477–1530, Abt. 3, 
Bd. 7, hrsg. v. Dietrich Schäfer, Leipzig 1905 (hereinafter cited as HR III/7); Hanserecesse von 
1477–1530, Abt. 3, Bd. 9, hrsg. v. Dietrich Schäfer, Friedrich Techen, Leipzig 1913 (hereinafter 
cited as HR III/9); Danziger Inventar 1531–1591, bearb. v. Paul Simson, München – Leipzig 1913; 
Liv-, est- und kurländisches Urkundenbuch, Abt. 2, Bd. 3, hrsg. v. Leonid Arbusow, Riga – Mos-
kau 1914 (hereinafter cited as LEK UB II/3); Hanserecesse von 1531–1560, Abt. 4, Bd. 2, hrsg. 
v. Klaus Friedland, Gottfried Wentz, Köln – Wien 1970 (hereinafter cited as HR IV/2); Akta 
stanów Prus Królewskich, t. 5, cz. 2, wyd. Marian Biskup, Warszawa – Poznań 1974 (hereinafter 
cited as ASPK V/2); Akta stanów Prus Królewskich, t. 5, cz. 3, wyd. Marian Biskup, Warsza-
wa – Poznań – Toruń 1975 (hereinafter cited as ASPK V/3). A large part of primary sources was 
edited and published, usually as abstracts, in aforementioned publications, which is hereinafter 
indicated in parenthesis. It should be also noted that the references provided in those publica-
tions are not up-to-date because the documents of the official Gdańsk town records stored in the 
State Archives of Gdańsk were reclassified during the twentieth century. 

 9 Archiv der Hansestadt Lübeck, Altes Senatsarchiv (hereinafter cited as AHL, ASA), Ex-
terna.

10 For the role of the correspondence in settling maritime disputes as well as in the econom-
ic and social historiography of the Hansa in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, see J. Wubs-
Mrozewicz, Mercantile Conflict Resolution, pp. 9 –10; eadem, Introduction (II), [in:] Message in 
a Bottle: Merchants’ Letters, Merchants’ Marks and Conflict Management in 1533 –1534: A Source 
Edition, ed. Stuart Jenks, Justyna Wubs-Mrozewicz (Studies in European Urban History, 
1100 –1800, vol. 57), Turnhout 2022, pp. 49 – 51.

11 Henryk Samsonowicz, Badania nad kapitałem mieszczańskim Gdańska w I połowie XV 
wieku (Prace Instytutu Historii Uniwersytetu Warszawskiego. Badania z Dziejów Rzemiosła 
i Handlu w Epoce Feudalizmu, t. 5), Warszawa 1960, p. 8; Agnieszka Bartoszewicz, Piśmien-
ność mieszczańska w późnośredniowiecznej Polsce, Warszawa 2012, pp. 211– 217.

12 B. Możejko, „Peter von Danzig”, p. 260.
13 J. Wubs-Mrozewicz, Mercantile Conflict Resolution, pp. 8 – 9. For a different view on late 

medieval maritime disputes as a legal problem presented in older historiography, see Andreas 
Kammler, Up Eventur. Untersuchungen zur Kaperschifffahrt 1471–1512 vornehmlich nach Ham-
burger und Lübecker Quellen (Sachüberlieferung und Geschichte, Bd. 37), St. Katharinen 2005, 
pp. 33 – 34, 197.

14 M. Biskup, Szwecja w kręgu polityki Jagiellonów, p. 385.
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harmed its relations with Lübeck, where a privateer from Gdańsk was executed 
in 1460 and goods of merchants from Gdańsk were confiscated in 1460 –146215.

Between the fourteenth and sixteenth centuries, Lübeck was the hub of 
Hanseatic and non-Hanseatic trade because of its privileges and location be-
tween the Baltic and Northern Seas with great importance for the western-
directed trade of Gdańsk and other Prussian, Livonian and Swedish cities16. 
At the same time, the sea route through the Danish Straits, which provided 
a direct link between Prussian and Livonian cities and the trade markets of 
Holland, England and the French Atlantic coast, was endangered too. In the 
years 1455 –1458 there was an open conflict between the Danish King Chris-
tian I and the city of Gdańsk which supported Christian’s rival to the Swedish 
throne, Karl Knutsson (Bonde), and fought on the side of the Kingdom of Po-
land against the Teutonic Order allied with Denmark. Furthermore, between 
the Polish-Danish truce of 1458 and the peace of 1462, ships from Gdańsk 
which tried to avoid the Danish toll in Øresund by sailing through the Great 
Belt were seized by the Danes17. Burghers of Gdańsk were also unable to re-
ceive the exemption from the Sound toll during the last years of Christian I’s 
reign and at the beginning of the rule of his son Hans (i. e. in 1481 and 1483). 
Moreover, the burghers of Gdańsk did not receive any aid from Lübeckers in 
that matter18.

Direct navigation through the Danish Straits was considered a threat to 
Lübeck’s commercial interest, in particular, due to the presence of Hollanders 
and, to a lesser extent, the English in the Hanseatic trade centres of Prussia and 

15 M. Biskup, Stosunek Gdańska do Kazimierza Jagiellończyka, p. 180; idem, Gdańska flo-
ta kaperska, pp. 36 – 37; idem, Trzynastoletnia wojna z zakonem krzyżackim 1454 –1466, Warsza-
wa 1967, p. 606; Walter Stark, Lübeck und Danzig in der zweiten Hälfte des 15. Jahrhunderts. 
Untersuchungen zum Verhältnis der wendischen und preussischen Hansestädte in der Zeit des 
Niedergangs der Hanse (Abhandlungen zur Handels- und Sozialgeschichte, Bd. 11), Weimar 
1973, pp. 170 –171.

16 Friedrich Bruns, Hugo Weczerka, Hansische Handelstrassen, Tl. 2 (Quellen und Dar-
stellungen zur hansischen Geschichte. Neue Folge, Bd. 13, Tl. 1), Weimar 1967, pp. 141–149; 
W. Stark, op. cit., pp. 212 – 213; Angela L. Huang, Lübeck’s Trade in the Fifteenth Century, [in:] 
A Companion to Medieval Lübeck, ed. Carsten Jahnke (Brill’s Companions to European History, 
vol. 18), Leiden – Boston 2019, pp. 267– 269.

17 M. Biskup, Stosunek Gdańska do Kazimierza Jagiellończyka, pp. 175 –179; idem, Gdańska 
flota kaperska, pp. 17– 31; idem, Trzynastoletnia wojna z zakonem, pp. 532 – 535, 543, 606, 637; 
F. Sørensen, op. cit., pp. 100 –101; Jens E. Olesen, „Den rette, sædvanlige Strøm”. Øresundstol-
den i 1400-tallet, [in:] Tolden i Sundet. Toldopkrævning, politik og skibsfart i Øresund 1492 –1857, 
red. Ole Degn, København 2010, pp. 34 – 35. The context of the Thirteen Years’ War is not dis-
cussed in the latter publication.

18 M. Małowist, Handel zagraniczny Sztokholmu, pp. 111, 116, 125 –131; Edmund Cieślak, 
Stosunek związku miast hanzeatyckich do Polski w okresie wojny trzynastoletniej (1454 –1466), 
Zapiski Historyczne, t. 21: 1955, z. 1– 2, pp. 27– 28; J. E. Oelsen, op. cit., pp. 34 – 37.
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Livonia, which was noticeable already in the fourteenth century 19. As a result, 
the Wendish attempt to impose a naval blockade of Øresund during the war 
against Denmark in 1509 –1512 was also aimed against the Hollandish ship-
ping (especially in 1510 –1511, however, the hostilities lasted until the truce 
of 1514)20. Hollanders also had an aggressive attitude towards their Wendish 
competitors21 but it was Lübeck’s enmity towards the presence of Hollanders 
in the Baltic markets that hurt the interests of other Hanseatic cities in Prussia 
and Livonian the most. Both the diplomatic (carried out in, for example, Brug-
es, where a Hanseatic Kontor was located, until 150222) and the military efforts 
directed against Hollanders exacerbated the general conflict of interest within 
the Hanse, which occurred between Lübeck on the one hand, and Gdańsk and 
other Prussian and Livonian cities on the other, in the fifteenth and sixteenth 
centuries. It was caused by a growing economic integration of the latter with 
their Polish hinterland, which had a major impact on their direct coopera-
tion with Hollandish merchants, i. e. without Lübeck’s intermediation23. In ad-
dition, Lübeck and Gdańsk were in different political situations, because the 
latter did not belong to the Holy Roman Empire24. This was also one of the 

19 Marian Małowist, Wschód a Zachód Europy w XIII–XVI wieku. Konfrontacja struktur 
społeczno-gospodarczych, Warszawa 2006, pp. 78, 83 – 86; Klaus Spading, Holland und die Hanse 
im 15. Jahrhundert. Zur Problematik des Übergangs vom Feudalismus und Kapitalismus (Ab-
handlungen zur Handels- und Sozialgeschichte, Bd. 12), Weimar 1973, p. 6; W. Stark, op. cit., 
pp. 162 –163, 210 – 211.

20 Klaus Spading, Zu den Ursachen für das Eindringen der Holländer in das Hansische Zwi-
schenhandelsmonopol im 15. Jahrhundert, [in:] Neue Hansische Studien, hrsg. v. Konrad Frit-
ze (Forschungen zur Mittelalterlichen Geschichte, Bd. 17), Berlin 1970, pp. 232 – 233; Louis 
Sicking, Die Offensive Lösung. Militärische Aspekte des Holländischen Ostseehandels im 15. und 
16. Jahrhundert, Hansische Geschichtsblätter, Jg. 117: 1999, pp. 45 – 46; idem, Neptune and the 
Netherlands: State, Economy, and War at Sea in the Renaissance, Leiden 2004, pp. 207– 210.

21 For the concept of the ‘offensive’ presence of Hollanders on the Baltic Sea and their ‘de-
fensive’ presence on the North Sea during the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, see L. Sicking, 
Die Offensive Lösung, pp. 39 – 51; idem, Neptune and the Netherlands, pp. 207, 242, 286 – 288.

22 K. Spading, Holland und die Hanse, pp. 85, 92 – 93.
23 M. Małowist, Wschód a Zachód Europy, pp. 97– 98, 262 – 264; W. Stark, op. cit., pp. 314 – 329; 

Henryk Samsonowicz, Dynamiczny ośrodek handlowy, [in:] Historia Gdańska, t. 2, red. Ed-
mund Cieślak, Gdańsk 1982, pp. 123 –127, 137; idem, Miejsce Gdańska w gospodarce europej-
skiej w XV w., [in:] Historia Gdańska, t. 2, red. Edmund Cieślak, Gdańsk 1982, pp. 90 – 91; idem, 
Rozluźnienie związku z Hanzą, [in:] Historia Gdańska, t. 2, red. Edmund Cieślak, Gdańsk 1982, 
pp. 314 – 329; K. Spading, Zu den Ursachen, pp. 232 – 233. For the common economic interest 
of Gdańsk and Livonian cities in the first half of the fifteenth century, see Ilgvars Misāns, Riga, 
Dorpat und Reval im Spannungsfeld zwischen den wendischen und preußischen Städten vom Ende 
des 14. bis zur Mitte des 15. Jahrhunderts, [in:] Prusy i Inflanty między średniowieczem a nowo-
żytnością. Państwo – społeczeństwo – kultura, red. Bogusław Dybaś, Dariusz Makiłła, Toruń 
2003, p. 43.

24 H. Samsonowicz, Rozluźnienie związku z Hanzą, p. 326.
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excuses used by Emperor Maximilian I in the 1500s to repress Gdańsk and its 
burghers25. Maximilian also backed Lübeck in its fight against Denmark, but 
not against Hollanders after 150926. However, the emperor was not involved in 
the resolution of both maritime conflicts discussed here.

The Danish embargo on Swedish trade had a smaller impact on Gdańsk 
shipping, although the city was the second biggest intermediary for Swedish 
trade with Western Europe, second only to Lübeck. The maritime connection 
between Gdańsk and Stockholm was mutually beneficial, as argued by Ma-
rian Biskup, due to Gdańsk’s neutral status and the changing (until 1508) at-
titude of Lübeck towards Sweden. Thus, Sweden needed a stable trade partner, 
especially during the war against Denmark. In turn, Gdańsk gained an outlet 
for its exports and a source of raw materials, especially the osmund iron from 
Sweden that was reforged in Gdańsk27. However, according to Marian Mało-
wist, the maritime trade with Western Europe was still more important for 
Gdańsk’s economy 28. Thus, the disruption of trade with Sweden, caused by the 
uprising of Sten Sture the Elder, the Danish naval blockade imposed in 1501 
and Gdańsk’s neutral stance in the Danish-Swedish conflict 29, was undoubt-
edly less harmful to Gdańsk burghers than the possible closing of Øresund. 
In any case, the maritime shipping from Gdańsk to Sweden was never com-
pletely brought to a halt even after 1501, although it decreased30. This continu-
ous trade between Sweden and Gdańsk caused maritime disputes over Danish 
privateering activity.

In the first half of 1509, Polish nobleman Ambroży Pampowski, Voivode 
of Sieradz and Starost of Malbork31, arranged an arms deal in Amsterdam for 

25 Marian Biskup, Polska a Zakon Krzyżacki w początkach XVI wieku. U źródeł sekularyza-
cji Prus Książęcych, Olsztyn 1983, pp. 143 –144, 326.

26 Hanno Brand, Den diplomatiske løsning af konflikterne i Sundet mellem de habsburgske 
Nederlande, Danmark og den tyske Hansa 1510 –1532, [in:] Tolden i Sundet. Toldopkrævning, 
politik og skibsfart i Øresund 1492 –1857, red. Ole Degn, København 2010, pp. 180 –183; L. Si-
cking, Neptune and the Netherlands, p. 210.

27 Marian Biskup, Handel Gdańska ze Sztokholmem na przełomie średniowiecza i czasów 
nowożytnych, Zapiski Historyczne, t 49: 1984, z. 4, pp. 38 – 42. For the osmond iron cargo found 
at the bottom of the 1400s shipwreck sunken in the Gulf of Gdańsk and the presence of this 
resource in Gdańsk until the 1530s, see Aldona Garbacz-Klempka, Stanisław Rzadkosz, Ire-
neusz Suliga, Ładunek miedziowca w świetle badan metaloznawczych, [in:] Miedziowiec. Wrak 
średniowiecznego statku i jego ładunek, red. Waldemar Ossowski, Gdańsk 2014, pp. 333 – 334.

28 M. Małowist, Handel zagraniczny Sztokholmu, pp. 39 – 40.
29 Paul Simson, Geschichte der Stadt Danzig, Bd. 1, Danzig 1913, p. 351; M. Małowist, Han-

del zagraniczny Sztokholmu, pp. 149 –156; J. H. Barfod, op. cit., pp. 85 – 90.
30 M. Biskup, Handel Gdańska ze Sztokholmem, pp. 39 – 40.
31 The case discussed here is not mentioned in: Karol Górski, Starostowie malborscy w la-

tach 1457–1510. Pierwsze półwiecze polskiego Malborka (Roczniki Towarzystwa Naukowego 
w Toruniu, R. 63, z. 1), Toruń – Łódź 1960, pp. 162 –167; Jacek Wiesiołowski, Ambroży Pam-
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the needs of the garrison of Malbork Castle32, due to the threat from the Teu-
tonic Order33. It was carried out by a Gdańsk merchant Johann Harxson, called 
‘Slampamp’34. Three barrels of armour were carried along with other goods 
that belonged to Gdańsk merchants, at the bottom of a ship owned by burghers 
of Gdańsk and Słupsk (Ger. Stolp), with Hans Paul (Pawel) as a skipper35. On 
the other hand, in some sources regarding this case, only information about 
sailing in ballast can be found36. The contradiction between those accounts 
can be explained by the existence of a custom called Führung. It was the right 
of ship crew members to carry a certain amount of cargo on their account 
(as part of a seaman’s wage), which was not included in the ship’s cargo list37. 
What makes this explanation even more likely is the regulations introduced 
in Gdańsk in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries under which a skipper was 
allowed to carry one last of cargo as his Führung (i. e. 2,000 kg according to the 
estimations by Stanisław Matysik38).

powski – starosta Jagiellonów. Z dziejów awansu społecznego na przełomie średniowiecza i odro-
dzenia, Wrocław 1976, pp. 121–125.

32 Gdańsk to Danish King Hans, 18 July 1509, APG 300, 27/8, pp. 15 –15v (HR III/5, no. 453); 
HR III/5, no. 459: 14, 20 – 24, 32; M. Biskup, Polska a Zakon Krzyżacki, p. 246; idem, Szwecja w krę-
gu polityki Jagiellonów, p. 382.

33 M. Biskup, Polska a Zakon Krzyżacki, pp. 235 – 246; Krzysztof Kwiatkowski, Wojska za-
konu niemieckiego w Prusach 1230 –1525. Korporacja, jej pruskie władztwo, zbrojni, kultura woj-
ny i aktywność militarna (Dzieje Zakonu Niemieckiego, t. 3), Toruń 2016, pp. 271– 272.

34 Gdańsk to Danish King Hans, 18 July 1509, APG 300, 27/8, pp. 15 –15v (HR III/5, no. 453); 
Zimmerman to Gdańsk, Copenhagen, 28 July 1509, APG 300, D/78, 75 (HR III/5, no. 457); 
HR III/5, no. 459: 14; HR III/5, no. 461, 463. For more information about Johann ‘Slampamp’ 
Harxson see a letter concerning the wax trade: Cologne to Gdańsk, 9 August 1500, APG 300, 
D/24 B, 61.

35 The owners were Jerlich Kemerer, Dirick Ruterdyng, Hynrick Kemerer, skipper Hans 
Pawel, Hans Kron, and Klawes Rosenhagen, see Gdańsk to Danish King Hans, 18 July 1509, 
APG 300, 27/8, pp. 15 –15v (HR III/5, no. 453). See the list of cargo in: HR III/5, no. 464: ‘Int 
erste vau harnisch 19 reysige tuch myt rusten, 77 knechte tuch, item 19 hode, 25 paer knekoppe, 
30 paer hanszken, 22 paer reisich armetuch, 12 hamer, 163 paer armschenen, 10 mallyekragen 
und einen blancken, 13 hundekappenn, 7 reisige panczer, 14 tombete myt kedeu, 6 paer sparen, 
8 Nerdische laken, 9 pipe olige und eyne tonne myt hoden und summiger louvent’. For the three 
barrels of armour, see HR III/5, no. 461.

36 HR III/5, no. 461, 464.
37 Charlotte Brämer, Die Entwicklung der Danziger Reederei im Mittelalter, Zeitschrift des 

Westpreußischen Geschichtsvereins, H. 63: 1922, pp. 75 – 76; Stanisław Matysik, Prawo mor-
skie Gdańska. Studium historyczno-prawne, Warszawa 1958, p. 189; Christina Deggim, Zur See-
mannsarbeit in der Handelsschiffahrt Norddeutschlands und Skandinaviens vom 13. bis zum 17. 
Jahrhundert, Hansische Geschichtsblätter, Jg. 117: 1999, p. 13; Thomas Brück, Der Eigenhan-
del hansischer Seeleute vom 15. bis 17. Jahrhundert, Hansische Geschichtsblätter, Jg. 111: 1993, 
pp. 25 – 41.

38 Ch. Brämer, op. cit., p. 75; Stanisław Matysik, Gdańska ordynacja prawa morskiego z po-
czątków XVI wieku, Przegląd Zachodni, R. 8: 1953, nr 5 – 6, p. 211; idem, Prawo morskie, p. 189.
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Hans Paul’s ship encountered a Danish privateer under the command of 

the so-called ‘Grote Cordt’ in the western Baltic Sea39. Such vessels were tasked 
with enforcing the embargo that had been imposed by Denmark on all trade 
with Sweden in 150140 and repeated after the 1504 –1505 armistice41. The em-
bargo had already been acknowledged by the Gdańsk city council42, and later 
considered legitimate by the Polish King Sigismund I in 150943, although the 
city’s shipping to and from Sweden was never formally stopped44.

According to the Gdańsk source (related to the later restitution activity), 
the incident took place near Bornholm (‘bye Bornholm’)45. However, the Dan-
ish source specified a different location – between the Jasmund Peninsula (the 
Island of Rügen) and the Island of Hiddensee (‘twisschen Jaszmonde unnd 
Hedensze’)46. Considering that the former was probably based on second-hand 
information (as the Gdańsk city council and burghers could not have the op-
portunity to contact directly the ship crew that was brought to Copenhagen)47 
and that the latter contains more detailed information48, the Danish version is 
more plausible.

To estimate the time of this incident one has to find out when the informa-
tion about the seizure of the ship reached Gdańsk, provided that formalities 
related to the reclamation efforts started as soon as it was possible. The legation  
led by Gdańsk municipal secretary Jürgen Zimmerman49, which left the city 

39 Even though the naval blockade of Sweden in 1501–1512 was put into effect by privateers, 
the Danish King Hans started to organise a proper Danish navy, see J. H. Barfod, op. cit., pas-
sim. For privateering, see Curt Wallin, Jens Holgersen Ulfstand till Glimminge. Lensman – Sjökri-
gare – Borgbyggare, Ullstorp 1979, p. 95; Frederik L. Vognsen, Conceptualizing Danish ‘Piracy’, 
c. 1460 –1525: A Criminalized Economy or a Circular Exchange of Goods, Money and People?, [in:] 
Merchants, Pirates, and Smugglers: Criminalization, Economics, and the Transformation of the 
Maritime World (1200 –1600), ed. Thomas Heebøll-Holm, Philipp Höhn, Gregor Rohmann, 
Frankfurt a.M. 2019, pp. 145 –163.

40 See two letters sent by Danish King Hans to Gdańsk: a) Flensburg, 19 November 1501, 
APG 300, D/13, 237 (HR III/4, no. 349); b) Copenhagen, 5 February 1502, APG 300, D/14, 239 
(HR III/4, no. 350).

41 Danish King Hans to Gdańsk, Kalmar, 4 July 1505, APG 300, D/13, 252 (HR III/5, no. 57).
42 Gdańsk to Danish King Hans, around April or May 1502, APG 300, 27/7, p. 204 (HR III/4, 

no. 354); Gdańsk to Lübeck, 6 August 1505, APG 300/27,7, pp. 244v – 245 (HR III/5, no. 360); 
M. Małowist, Handel zagraniczny Sztokholmu, pp. 20, 34, 44 – 45, 151.

43 The efforts to impose a trade ban made by the Roman King and later Emperor Maximili-
an I were considered illegitimate, see ASPK V/2, no. 167, 175, 177.

44 M. Biskup, Handel Gdańska ze Sztokholmem, pp. 39 – 40.
45 Gdańsk to Danish King Hans, 18 July 1509, APG 300, 27/8, pp. 15 –15v (HR III/5, no. 453).
46 HR III/5, no. 461.
47 Gdańsk to Danish King Hans, 18 July 1509, APG 300, 27/8, pp. 15 –15v (HR III/5, no. 453).
48 HR III/5, no. 461.
49 Witold Szczuczko, Zimmerman Jerzy, [in:] Słownik biograficzny Pomorza Nadwiślańskie-

go, t. 4, red. Zenon Nowak, Gdańsk 1997, pp. 529 – 530; Joachim Zdrenka, Urzędnicy miejscy 
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after 23 June 1509, came to Copenhagen on 10 July 150950. Gdańsk city coun-
cil’s notification about this event was prepared for the Danish king as late as 
18 July51 and brought along with a similar (not preserved) letter from Pam-
powski to Copenhagen on 3 August52. It means that probably in late June and 
the first days of July, the information about skipper Hans Paul’s problems still 
did not reach Gdańsk. Taking into account the time needed for the spread of 
information, it can be assumed that the ship’s seizure happened no later than 
in May or early June 1509.

The accounts from Gdańsk and Denmark did not differ from each other 
too much. When the privateers asked skipper Hans Paul about the cargo, he 
mentioned only the ballast, concealing the transport of three barrels with ar-
mour, as well as the other cargo. It was found only after the search that took 
place later, off the coast of Hiddensee. After that, the skipper supposedly ad-
mitted that he had been aware it was a prohibited cargo due to the aforemen-
tioned embargo. According to the Danish version of the events, he also tried 
to convince Grote Cordt to let him go after throwing the barrels overboard, 
which did not succeed. On the other hand, the rest of the crew, who had been 
interrogated by the privateers, assured that they knew nothing about the trans-
port of armour 53. Later, complaints were made about the behaviour of the pri-
vateers breaking up sailors’ chests54 as well as other barrels. Moreover, they tore 
merchants’ letters into pieces and threw them overboard55. Finally, as a con-
sequence, Hans Paul was accused of shipping contraband to Sweden. Such 
a thing would have been a violation of the Danish embargo.

The ship was brought to Copenhagen as a prize, with all the goods it trans-
ported56. In the capital of Denmark, the crew members, apart from Hans Paul, 

Gdańska w latach 1342 –1792 i 1807–1814. Biogramy (Fontes Commentationesque ad Res Gestas 
Gedani et Pomeraniae, t. 1), Gdańsk 2008, pp. 387– 388; Poczet sołtysów, burmistrzów, nadbur-
mistrzów, przewodniczących Miejskiej Rady Narodowej i prezydentów Gdańska od XIII do XXI 
wieku, red. Beata Możejko, Gdańsk 2015, pp. 132 –134. For the legation of 1509, see Carl F. Al-
lén, De tre nordiske rigers historie under Hans, Christiern den Anden, Frederik den Første, Gustav 
Vasa, Grevefeiden 1497–1536, Bd. 1: Hans, Konge i Danmark, Norge, Sverrig; Christiern den An-
den, udvalgt Konge, deeltagende i Regjeringen 1497–1513, Kjøbenhavn 1864, p. 515.

50 Zimmerman to Gdańsk, Copenhagen, 17 July 1509, APG 300, D/78, 74 (HR III/5, no. 452); 
HR III/5, no. 459: 1.

51 Gdańsk to Danish King Hans, 18 July 1509, APG 300, 27/8, pp. 15 –15v (HR III/5, no. 453).
52 HR III/5, no. 459: 14.
53 HR III/5, no. 461; HR III/5, no. 459: 20 – 24.
54 For more information about sailors’ chests, see Detlev Ellmers, Mit Seekiste und Bett-

zeug an Bord. Das Reisegepäck der Seefahrenden vom Mittelalter bis zum frühen 20. Jahrhundert, 
Hansische Geschichtsblätter, Jg. 127: 2009, pp. 1– 52.

55 HR III/5, no. 459: 20 – 24.
56 Gdańsk to Danish King Hans, 18 July 1509, APG 300, 27/8, pp. 15 –15v (HR III/5, no. 453). 

Seizing goods originating from an enemy country shipped on board a non-enemy ship and the 



w w w . z a p i s k i h i s t o r y c z n e . p l

136 P a w e ł  S a d ł o ń [316]
gave sworn depositions admitting that they did not know about the skipper’s 
cargo of armour. This was later exploited by King Hans’s chancellery during 
the conflict over restitution with Gdańsk authorities57. The skipper presumably 
was still in Copenhagen at least at the end of July 150958.

Reclamation efforts made by the Gdańsk authorities and burghers were, as 
already mentioned, associated with the legation of municipal secretary Zim-
merman to Copenhagen in 150959. It was followed by an unsuccessful mission 
of another Gdańsk secretary Ambrosius Storm, who had been sent to Den-
mark a year earlier 60. Gdańsk’s second attempt to settle the claims for restitu-
tion of seized ships was probably connected with the beginning of peace nego-
tiations between King Hans and his Swedish enemies, as well as with the Polish 
diplomatic activity towards Scandinavian kingdoms and the Wendish cities. 
In the spring and summer of 1509, a delegation sent by Swedish Riksrådet 
and Regent Svante Nilsson negotiated peace terms with their Danish counter-
parts in Copenhagen61. From the point of view of the Gdańsk city councillors, 
it heralded probably the turning point in the Scandinavian conflict, especially 
since another (also rejected) proposal for an anti-Danish alliance was sent to 

other way around was a common practice at the turn of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries 
because the cargo was typically examined at the harbour, see A. Kammler, op. cit., p. 34.

57 Depositions of helmsman (sturman) Laurentz Runge and sailors (botzmanne) Jacob 
Rode, Clawes Hoppe and Diems Smith are mentioned in: HR III/5, no. 461; see also HR III/5, 
no. 459: 20 – 24. The appearance of crewmembers other than skippers in primary sources con-
cerning Hanseatic maritime disputes at the turn of the sixteenth century is very rare. It was 
probably connected with the decline of the social and economic status of sailors during that 
period. For Gdańsk in the fifteenth century, see Edmund Cieślak, Położenie prawne maryna-
rzy w wieku XIV i XV w świetle uchwał Związku Hanzeatyckiego, Zapiski Towarzystwa Nauko-
wego w Toruniu, t. 16: 1950, z. 1– 4, pp. 134, 137; idem, Prawa i obowiązki kapitana statku w XII 
do XV w. według Rôles d’Oléron i prawa morskiego Związku Miast Hanzeatyckich z XIV i XV w., 
Zapiski Towarzystwa Naukowego w Toruniu, t. 17: 1951, z. 1– 2, pp. 73 – 74.

58 Zimmerman to Gdańsk, Copenhagen, 28 July 1509, APG 300, D/78, 75 (HR III/5, no. 457): 
‘Szo ist hyr, weysen hernn, Hans Pauel von weggen etczlichs harnasch angehalet’.

59 Settling the maritime disputes as an objective of Zimmerman’s mission is indicated in 
a draft of a recommendation letter, see Gdańsk to the archbishop of Lund, 1 June 1509, APG 300, 
D/14, 279 (HR III/5, no. 445).

60 Storm to Gdańsk, Rostock, 20 February 1508, APG 300, D/78, 58 (HR III/5, no. 349); 
Danish King Hans to Gdańsk, 1 March 1508, APG, 300, D/14, 266 (HR III/5, no. 351); Wi-
told Szczuczko, Storm Ambroży, [in:] Słownik biograficzny Pomorza Nadwiślańskiego, t. 4, red. 
Zenon Nowak, Gdańsk 1997, pp. 275 – 277.

61 Gunnar Olsson, Freden i Köpenhamn 1509, [in:] Studier tillägnade Curt Weibull den 19 au-
gusti 1946, red. Åke Holmberg [et al.], Göteborg 1946, pp. 318 – 321; M. Biskup, Szwecja w kręgu 
polityki Jagiellonów, p. 382.
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Gdańsk by the Wendish cities on 22 June 1509, i. e. two days after the diet of 
those cities in Lübeck62. 

At the same time, the Polish legation to Denmark and Sweden was pre-
pared. It was connected with the Danish diplomatic missions to the Polish 
King Sigismund I in November 1508 and May 1509. The negotiations con-
cerned the proposition of royal marriage between Prince Christian of Den-
mark and Sigismund’s daughter Elisabeth, the renewal of the 1419 alliance and 
the problem of the embargo on maritime trade between Gdańsk and Sweden63. 
Before the legation was sent, there was an opportunity for detailed consulta-
tions between King Sigismund, his Grand Chancellor Jan Łaski and a dele
gation from Royal Prussia, including the Bishop of Warmia (Ger. Ermland) 
Lucas Watzenrode and Gdańsk Burgomaster Jürgen Mandth, which took place 
on 30 March 1509 during the Sejm in Piotrków64. During those talks, Gdańsk 
city authorities expressed to King Sigismund their deep scepticism towards 
the renewal of the alliance with Denmark and the potential imposition of the 
Polish embargo on trade with Sweden in addition to the existing Danish one. 
Further consultations were held in Gdańsk between the city council and Sigis-
mund’s secretary Joannes Dantiscus (who nota bene originated from Gdańsk) in 
May 150965. Finally, Hans von Köckritz – a Lusatian knight in the service of King 
Sigismund I – was sent as an envoy to Copenhagen via the Hansetag in Lübeck 
which was held in June 150966. He came to Copenhagen in June 1509, where 
he had an opportunity to conduct talks both with his Danish hosts as well as 
with the Swedish delegation that came to Copenhagen for peace negotiations. 
During the journey, he sent a letter to Gdańsk in which he wrote, among other 
things, about his help in Gdańsk’s restitution efforts67.

As mentioned above, Zimmerman left Gdańsk not earlier than 23 June and 
reached the Danish capital on 8 July 1509, but due to the long absence of King 
Hans and Danish-Swedish peace talks he had to wait almost a month for an 
opportunity to address the Danish monarch and he was not even allowed to 
have an audience with the king 68. Finally, on 2 August Zimmerman submitted 
 

62 The Wendish cities to Gdańsk, Lübeck, 22 June 1509, APG 300, D/25 A, 59 (HR III/5, 
no. 442); Gdańsk to the Wendish cities, 11 July 1511, APG 300, 27/8, pp. 14 –15 (HR III/5, no. 447).

63 M. Biskup, Szwecja w kręgu polityki Jagiellonów, pp. 362 – 363, 380 – 382, 384.
64 Ibid., pp. 380 – 381; ASPK V/2, no. 162: 64 – 66.
65 ASPK V/2, no. 167.
66 HR III/5, no. 440: 7, 16; M. Biskup, Szwecja w kręgu polityki Jagiellonów, p. 382.
67 Von Köckritz to Gdańsk, 1 May 1509, APG 300, D/6, 342 (HR III/5, no. 436).
68 Zimmerman to Gdańsk, Copenhagen, 17 July 1509, APG 300, D/78, 74 (HR III/5, no. 452); 

Zimmerman to Gdańsk, Copenhagen, 28 July 1509, APG 300, D/78, 75 (HR III/5, no. 457); 
HR III/5, no. 459: 1– 7.
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the written version of his legation69. Among other issues, such as the Dan-
ish embargo against Sweden, the security of Gdańsk maritime trade and the 
privileges of Gdańsk in Scanian fish markets, the document included the fol-
lowing cases of aggrieved skippers from Gdańsk: a) Paul Lemke, who sailed 
from Gdańsk to Riga in the spring of 150670; b) Jacob von Noten and merchant 
Paul van Vemeren of 150771; c) Hening Tegell, whose ship was seized on 20 July 
1507 during a cruise from Reval (Est. Tallinn) to Königsberg and Gdańsk72; 
d) Martin Quessen, who sailed from Reval to Gdańsk in 150873; e) Jacob Wille 
of 1508 or 150974; as well as the cases of cargo from Gdańsk transported by 
ships of Pomeranian skippers Paul Gernt of Goleniów (Ger. Gollnow) and 

69 HR III/5, no. 459: 8 –13; HR III/5, no. 460.
70 Reval to Gdańsk, 27 May 1506, APG 300, D/9, 347 (HR III/5, no. 119); Gdańsk to Danish 

King Hans, 5 June 1506, APG 300, 27/7, p. 259v (HR III/5, no. 120); Gdańsk to Jons Christerson 
and Jens Holgerssen (Ulfstand), 6 June 1506, APG 300, 27/7, p. 260 (HR III/5, no. 121); Danish 
King Hans to Gdańsk, Copenhagen, 5 August 1506, APG 300, D/13, 256 (HR III/5, no. 123);  
Gdańsk to Danish King Hans, 19 August 1506, APG 300, 27/7, pp. 267v – 268v (HR III/5, no. 130); 
Visby to Gdańsk, 2 September 1506, APG 300, D/11, 256 (HR III/5, no. 131); Danish King Hans 
to Gdańsk, Antvorskov, 8 September 1506, APG, 300, D/13, 258 (HR III/5, no. 132); Gdańsk to 
Danish King Hans, 14 September 1506, APG 300, 27/7, p. 272v (HR III/5, no. 133); Gdańsk to 
Visby, 22 September 1506, APG 300, 27/7, p. 272 (HR III/5, no. 134); Gdańsk to Burgomaster 
Johann Scheweke and Councillor Eberhardt Ferber, Gdańsk, 9 May 1507, APG 300, D/78, 49  
(HR III/5, no. 245: 34); Danish King Hans to Gdańsk, Roskilde, 1 March 1508, APG, 300, D/14, 
266 (HR III/5, no. 351); HR III/5, no. 460, 461; Danish King Hans to Gdańsk, Copenhagen, 24 Ju
ne 1510, APG 300, D/14, 280 (HR III/5, no. 621, 622). See also the draft of a letter sent from 
Gdańsk to the Danish king incorrectly dated by archivists at around the 1520s: APG 300, D/14, 
368. See an earlier attempt to examine this case of a maritime dispute in: Paweł Sadłoń, Spra-
wa zajęcia statku szypra Pawła Lemkego z 1506 roku, Argumenta Historica. Czasopismo Nauko-
wo-Dydaktyczne, nr 1: 2014, pp. 119 –124.

71 Danish King Hans to Gdańsk, Copenhagen, 8 November 1507, APG, 300, D/13, 264 
(HR III/5, no. 295); Danish King Hans to Gdańsk, Roskilde, 1 March 1508, APG, 300, D/14, 266 
(HR III/5, no. 351); HR III/5, no. 460, 461; Danish King Hans to Gdańsk, Copenhagen, 24 June 
1510, APG 300, D/14, 280 (HR III/5, no. 621, 622).

72 Reval to Danish King Hans, 17 July 1507, LEK UB II/3, no. 218, 219; Danish King Hans to 
Gdańsk, Roskilde, 1 March 1508, APG, 300, D/14, 266 (HR III/5, no. 351); Reval to Danish King 
Hans, 10 October 1508, LEK UB II/3, no. 459; HR III/5, no. 342, 460, 461; Danish King Hans to 
Gdańsk, Copenhagen, 24 June 1510, APG 300, D/14, 280 (HR III/5, no. 621, 622).

73 Reval to Gdańsk, 10 June 1508, APG 300, D/9, 353 (LEK UB II/3, no. 386); Reval to 
Danish King Hans, 10 June 1508, LEK UB II/3, no. 387; Gdańsk to Danish King Hans, 4 August 
1508, APG 300, 27/7, pp. 309 – 309v (HR III/5, no. 386); HR III/5, no. 460, 461; Danish King 
Hans to Gdańsk, Copenhagen, 24 June 1510, APG 300, D/14, 280 (HR III/5, no. 621, 622).

74 HR III/5, no. 459, 461; Danish King Hans to Gdańsk, Copenhagen, 24 June 1510, APG 300, 
D/14, 280 (HR III/5, no. 621, 622).
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Hinrick Tabbert of Szczecin (Ger. Stettin)75; and the case of stranded goods 
from the ship of a skipper from Lübeck, Hans Heidemann76.

Even though the envoy wrote about Hans Paul in the letter to Gdańsk of 
28 June 150977, he was not included in that list78. It was probably due to the 
lack of documents and certificates that were, as mentioned above, sent from 
Gdańsk as late as 18 July. When Slampamp’s messenger delivered them to Zim-
merman on 3 August, the envoy went to the Danish king for an additional 
audience as early as the next day79. However, his attempt to explain the cir-
cumstances of the armour shipment for Malbork Castle during a conversation 
with King Hans was unsuccessful80. Later that day Gdańsk envoy met with von 
Köckritz to discuss their cooperation in that and other matters81. 

Two days later, on 6 August 1509, in the presence of the Danish king, Zim-
merman received a written response to his complaints, in which the king re-
fused to return or compensate for the seizures of goods and ships belonging 
to the merchants of Gdańsk, including Hans Paul’s82. In this case, King Hans 
justified his decision by the sworn depositions made by the ship crewmembers 
and by the relations of the privateers, based on which the barrels with armour 
were classified as contraband83. This means that the documents prepared by 
the Gdańsk city council and Pampowski were not even taken into considera-
tion. Zimmerman only achieved the opportunity for an additional audience 
after reading the king’s response84. After the consultations with von Köckritz85, 
he prepared his own written response to it86. The content of this document had 
also been consulted with the Polish envoy before Zimmerman tried, unsuc-
cessfully, to personally submit it to the Danish king on 9 August 150987. With 
regard to Hans Paul’s ship, Zimmerman repeated the official statements of the 
Gdańsk city authorities and Pampowski, also emphasising that the Danish 
king was already familiar with them. Moreover, he mentioned the possibility  

75 HR III/5, no. 459, 460, 461; Danish King Hans to Gdańsk, Copenhagen, 24 June 1510, 
APG 300, D/14, 280 (HR III/5, no. 621, 622).

76 HR III/5, no. 460, 461; Danish King Hans to Gdańsk, Copenhagen, 24 June 1510, APG 300, 
D/14, 280 (HR III/5, no. 621, 622).

77 Zimmerman to Gdańsk, Copenhagen, 28 July 1509, APG 300, D/78, 75 (HR III/5, no. 457).
78 HR III/5, no. 460.
79 HR III/5, no. 459: 14.
80 Ibid.
81 HR III/5, no. 459: 15.
82 HR III/5, no. 459: 16 –17; HR III/5, no. 461.
83 HR III/5, no. 461.
84 HR III/5, no. 459: 17
85 HR III/5, no. 459: 18 –19.
86 HR III/5, no. 459: 20 – 24.
87 HR III/5, no. 459: 25 – 27.
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of an intervention by the Polish King Sigismund. Using such an argument 
would have not been possible without Zimmerman’s cooperation with von 
Köckritz. The activity of the latter led to issuing another reply by King Hans 
the following day. The king agreed to, among other things, release Hans Paul’s 
ship with the cargo, including the armour, on condition that if, subsequently, 
it had turned out to be Swedish contraband, Slampamp would be punished by 
the authorities in Gdańsk88. Both envoys had to prepare a written statement to 
comply with this, which they did as quickly as on 14 August 1509 89, along with 
the reclamation receipt provided by Zimmerman on the same day 90. 

Interestingly, it was the only case of a Gdańsk ship seized by Danish priva-
teers on its route beyond the Baltic Sea, and also the only one in which Zim-
merman reached an agreement with King Hans during his legation of 150991. 
It would have been impossible without the support of von Köckritz (i. e. the 
consultations with Zimmerman and the argument involving the possible in-
tervention of the Polish king), who had already written several times to the 
Gdańsk city council about his willingness to cooperate with the city authorities 
on the shipping disputes92. Both envoys dealt with other issues during their 
missions, such as the aforementioned talks that were held by von Köckritz 
with his Danish and Swedish counterparts in Copenhagen, which lead to the 
renewal of the treaty concluded in 1419 between Poland and Denmark93. He 
also helped Zimmerman in negotiations with Danish authorities on the issues 
regarding the fish market in Scania94. As was usual during various legations, 
their efforts to return Hans Paul’s ship, together with the shipped armour, were 
not the only task of their missions, especially for the Polish envoy. The analysis 
offered above confirms Marian Biskup’s argumentation that the assistance of 
the latter was a key factor in reaching the agreement and that King Hans fa-
voured the agreement because he wanted Gdańsk to remain neutral95.

The result of the peace talks between the Danish Crown and the Swedes, 
which were held during the stay of Zimmerman and von Köckritz in Denmark, 
was the Treaty of Copenhagen signed on 17 August 1509, in which Swedish Riks-

88 HR III/5, no. 459: 32.
89 HR III/5, no. 463.
90 HR III/5, no. 464.
91 Danish King Hans to Gdańsk, Copenhagen, 24 June 1510, APG 300, D/14, 280 (HR III/5, 

no. 621, 622).
92 See two letters sent by von Köckritz to Gdańsk: a) 1 May 1509, APG 300, D/6, 342 (HR III/5, 

no. 436); b) 15 August 1509, APG 300, D/6, 350; for the cooperation between von Köckritz and 
Zimmerman, see M. Biskup, Szwecja w kręgu polityki Jagiellonów, p. 382.

93 M. Biskup, Szwecja w kręgu polityki Jagiellonów, pp. 382 – 384.
94 Zimmerman to Gdańsk, 11 August 1509, HR III/5, no. 462; M. Biskup, Szwecja w kręgu 

polityki Jagiellonów, p. 382.
95 M. Biskup, Szwecja w kręgu polityki Jagiellonów, p. 382.
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rådet and Regent Svante Nilsson accepted the Danish king as their sovereign96. 
However, this attempt to restore the Danish rule over Sweden failed due to 
Lübeck’s naval intervention in September and October 1509, which allowed 
Svante Nilsson to continue the conflict with King Hans, despite the peace agree-
ment which ultimately remained unratified97. These events increased the risk for 
the maritime trade of Gdańsk, which was further hindered by the formal war 
declaration between the Wendish cities and Denmark made on 21 April 151098.

As in the previous years, Gdańsk remained neutral, despite the efforts of 
both Lübeck and Denmark to get the city on their side. During the Hansetag in 
the summer of 1509, precisely, on 6 August 1509 representatives of the Wend-
ish cities wrote to Gdańsk authorities with the proposition of breaking the 
past treaties with Denmark and establishing cooperation with them99. In re-
sponse to that, on 23 August 1509, the Gdańsk city council wrote and sent 
a letter highlighting the potential threat to their ships on their way home from 
Western Europe through the Danish Straits100. The legation of Lübeck munici-
pal secretary Hartwig Brekewolt to Gdańsk after 13 October 1509101 probably 
had the same purpose as Lübeck’s proposal of an alliance against King Hans 
made in November of the same year102. Gdańsk refused to enter into an agree-
ment, although a squadron of ships from Lübeck, which had previously fought 
against Denmark, found shelter there during the winter of 1510 after a heavy 
storm at the end of 1509103.

At the beginning of the new sailing season of 1510, both sides tried again 
to ally with Gdańsk. On 20 March 1510, Lübeck asked for aid in the upcom-
ing war with Denmark, warned against sailing west through Øresund and dis-
couraged any support to King Hans104, which meant that Lübeck announced 
the activity of their privateers against Denmark. A similar letter was sent to 
Gdańsk from Copenhagen four days later105. In both answers, to Lübeck on 

 96 G. Olsson, op. cit., p. 321. It should be added that von Köckritz did not mediate between the 
Danish and Swedish delegations, see M. Biskup, Szwecja w kręgu polityki Jagiellonów, pp. 382 – 383.

 97 C. F. Allén, op. cit., pp. 506 – 507; J. H. Barfod, op. cit., pp. 105 –106.
 98 C. F. Allén, op. cit., pp. 517, 561– 563; J. H. Barfod, op. cit., pp. 107–108.
 99 The Wendish cities to Gdańsk, Lübeck, 6 August 1509, APG 300, D/25 A, 57 (HR III/5, 

no. 471).
100 Gdańsk to the Wendish cities, 23 August 1509, APG 300,27/8, p. 17v (HR III/5, no. 472); 

P. Simson, op. cit., p. 352.
101 The Wendish cities to Gdańsk, 13 October 1509, APG 300, D/25 A, 58 (HR III/5, p. 593, 

footnote 1).
102 See two letters from Lübeck to Gdańsk: a) 18 November 1509, APG 300, D/31, 569; 

b) 19 November 1509, APG 300, D/31, 570.
103 P. Simson, op. cit., p. 352.
104 Lübeck to Gdańsk, 20 March 1510, APG 300, D/31, 574 (HR III/5, no. 581).
105 Danish King Hans to Gdańsk, 24 March 1510, APG 300, D/14, 279 (HR III/5, no. 582).
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18 April 1510106 and to Denmark the next day107, Gdańsk city council declared 
and justified their neutral status and refused to cease trade and shipping with 
either side, including sails through Danish-controlled Øresund. In the con-
text of the correspondence between Gdańsk and Lübeck of 1510, it is quite 
clear that there was a kind of assurance from the latter, given during the mis-
sion of Brekewolt, about the safety of navigating through the aforementioned 
strait by ships from Gdańsk, as long as they would not enter Danish ports. 
At least Gdańsk authorities interpreted it in that way. Nevertheless, there were 
also strong suggestions from Lübeck to sail through the Great Belt instead of 
Øresund108, where a Danish toll-collecting station was located. The Wendish-
Hollandish competition did not appear in the discussed correspondence as 
a reason for the hostile actions against the maritime trade of Gdańsk going 
through the Danish Straits.

At the end of July 1510, Lübeck sent to Gdańsk another warning of the 
risk of their own privateering activity in Øresund, along with the guarantee of 
security on other sea routes, due to the expected return of ships from Western 
European seaports to Gdańsk109. However, it came too late. In the previous 
months, Gdańsk ships had already been seized. The preserved correspondence 
between the cities and other sources make it possible to analyse at least three 
cases of ships that were captured by Lübeck privateers on 30 May 1510110 in 
the Danish Straits, namely at the Kullaberg Peninsula and in Øresund itself, 
near Helsingør111. The loss of a ship that belonged to skipper Anders Blancke 
and sailed from Zeeland was later112 valued (including the cargo that belonged 

106 Gdańsk to Lübeck, 18 April 1510, APG 300, 27/8, pp. 53v – 55v (HR III/5, no. 592); 
Gdańsk to Danish King Hans, 19 April 1510, APG 300, 27/8, pp. 61v – 62v (HR III/5, no. 593).

107 In the spring of 1510, Gdańsk continued, although without success, the efforts to obtain 
compensation for the seizures made by Danish privateers, see APG 300, D/14, 280 (HR III/5, 
no. 621, 622).

108 Lübeck to Rostock, 10 May 1510, HR III/5, no. 602, 610: 15 –17; Gdańsk to Lübeck, 
27 May 1510, APG 300, 27/8, pp. 62v – 63 (HR III/5, no. 612); Gdańsk to Lübeck, 12 July 1510, 
APG 300, 27/8, pp. 69v – 70 (HR III/6, no. 9); Gdańsk to Lübeck, 24 July 1510, APG 300, 27/8, 
pp. 71– 71v (HR III/6, no. 10); HR III/6, no. 77: 6; HR III/6, no. 93: 28; HR III/6, no. 196: 91, 
112, 117, 119 –124; HR III/7, no. 39: 227, 229; HR III/7, no. 108: 295 – 296; HR III/7, no. 113: 
86, 90; Christoph Beyer des ältern Danziger Chronik, hrsg. v. Theodor Hirsch, [in:] Scriptores 
rerum Prussicarum, Bd. 5, bearb. v. Theodor Hirsch, Max Toeppen, Ernst Strehlke, Leipzig 
1874, p. 459.

109 Lübeck to Gdańsk, 31 July 1510, APG 300, D/31, 584.
110 Gdańsk to Rostock, 24 November 1510, APG 300, 27/8, pp. 80 – 80v (HR III/6, no. 69); 

Gdańsk to Lübeck, 24 May 1511, APG 300, D/71, 106 (HR III/6, no. 185); HR III/7, no. 43: 1– 3.
111 Gdańsk to Lübeck, 24 May 1511, APG 300, D/71, 106 (HR III/6, no. 185); HR III/7, no. 43: 

1– 2; HR III/7, no. 39: 226; HR III/9, no. 595: 1.
112 The assessment of the financial losses caused by Lübeck privateers was prepared for the 

delegation from Gdańsk to the Hansetag in 1517, see HR III/7, no. 43: 1– 3; see also Korres-
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to Gdańsk burghers) at 2,232 Prussian marks113. The ship owned by Gdańsk 
burgher Hans Stake sailed home from England, and its cargo was worth 1,498 
Prussian marks114. The third ship sailed from Zeeland under the command 
of Arndt Smidt, and the seized property (both ship and its cargo) was worth 
1,339.5 Prussian marks115. All those ships were brought to Lübeck116, which 
meant a tangible loss for several Gdańsk merchants117 due to both the value 
of the lost goods, and the deterioration of trade between Prussia and foreign 
countries, even located as remotely as Portugal118.

In Lübeck, the ships and cargoes were immediately treated as rightful prizes 
that were tradable. There was at least one ship119 that was sold before Decem-
ber 1510 as well as the cargo of lime from Hans Stake’s vessel120 that was sold 
at an unspecified time. At that time, Herman Falke, also a Lübeck burgher and 
a member of the local municipal elite, made transaction proposals to all three 
skippers while in Lübeck121. Apparently, no time was given for any restitution 

pondenz zwischen Danzig und Lübeck, Schadensverzeichnis der Lübecker Auslieger für Kauf-
leute und Schiffer aus Danzig, 1510 –1511, Lübeck 1517, AHL, ASA, Externa, Borrusica, 031, 
pp. 563 – 570. See a copy of 1540 from Lübeck: Allgemeine Versammlung der Hansestädte zu 
Lübeck 1540 trinitatis (Mai 23), Schadenverzeichnis der Danziger Kaufleute und Schiffer wegen 
der Lübecker Freibeuter 1510, Lübeck 1540, AHL, ASA, Externa, Hanseatica, 159, pp. 40 – 42v.

113 The seized cargo and other items consisted of olive oil from Lisbon, a barrel of pepper, 
a parrot, and a chest with clothes, which were the property of Henrik Bokelman, Hillebrandt 
Holthusen and Philip Bischop (see Sławomir Kościelak, Philip Bischof, [in:] Poczet sołtysów, 
burmistrzów, nadburmistrzów, przewodniczących Miejskiej Rady Narodowej i prezydentów Gdań-
ska od XIII do XXI wieku, red. Beata Możejko, Gdańsk 2015, p. 127), as well as wine which was 
the property of Christoph Beyer, Benedict Roland, Tonies Neteler. See HR III/7, no. 43: 1.

114 The seized cargo included various types of cloth, beer, wool and lime which was the 
property of Gdańsk merchant and helmsman Reimer Krosse and was supposedly treated as 
Führung. See HR III/7, no. 43: 2.

115 The seized cargo consisted of salt, brazilwood (‘Caesalpinia Sappan’), which was the 
property of Christoph Beyer (see Brasilienholz, [in:] Frühneuhochdeutsches Wörterbuch, https://
fwb-online.de/lemma/brasilienholz.s.2n?q=brisil&page=1 [accessed online 28 October 2022]), 
and Rochen, i. e. fish meat from Norway (see M. Małowist, Handel zagraniczny Sztokholmu, 
p. 28; Rodescher, [in:] Olaus Magnus, Historia de gentibus septentrionalibus, Romae 1555 [re-
print, intro. and ed.: John Granlund, Copenhagen 1972], p. 731). See HR III/7, no. 43: 3.

116 Gdańsk to Lübeck, 12 July 1510, APG 300, 27/8, pp. 69v – 70 (HR III/6, no. 9); Gdańsk to 
Rostock, 24 November 1510, APG 300, 27/8, pp. 80 – 80v (HR III/6, no. 69); HR III/6, no. 77: 6; 
Gdańsk to Lübeck, 24 May 1511, APG 300, D/71, 106 (HR III/6, no. 185).

117 Valentin Nagel and Bernd von Rees were also among them, see Gdańsk to Lübeck, 24 May 
1511, APG 300, D/71, 106 (HR III/6, no. 185).

118 Gdańsk to Lübeck, 12 July 1510, APG 300, 27/8, pp. 69v – 70 (HR III/6, no. 9); Lübeck to 
Gdańsk, 31 July 1510, APG 300, D/31, 584.

119 HR III/6, no. 77: 6.
120 HR III/7, no. 43: 2.
121 HR III/7, no. 39: 228; HR III/7, no. 113: 86.
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procedures and written claims, which were sure to be expected from Gdańsk 
burghers and authorities after the seizure of the ships.

Privateering activity against Gdańsk merchant shipping in the Danish 
Straits caused dissatisfaction among Gdańsk burghers, and demands for the 
requisition of Lübeck property were made but they were rejected by the Gdańsk 
city council122. On 12 July 1510, Gdańsk city councillors sent an official pro-
test against privateering followed by a demand for restitution of seized goods 
and ships in general, not specifically with regard to that three ships123. It was 
repeated 12 days later in a letter concerning the Hanseatic Kontor in Bruges124. 
This issue was also mentioned in correspondence with other Wendish cities 
(e. g. in a letter sent to Rostock on 5 November 1510)125 and included in the list 
of objectives for Zimmerman’s legation to those cities, which was sent in De-
cember 1510126. During this mission, the envoy from Gdańsk took part in the 
diet of the Wendish cities in January 1511, during which (on 20 and 21 Janu-
ary 1511) he raised the issues of freedom of navigation in Øresund (in place of 
the route through the Great Belt proposed by Lübeck), the security of Gdańsk 
merchant ships harassed by Lübeck privateers, and the demands for restitution 
and compensation for the financial losses inflicted on Gdańsk shipping. This, 
however, did not yield any results127. 

Subsequently, three merchants from Gdańsk, namely Philip Bischop, Bernt 
von Rees and Valentin Nagel, acted on their own by sending to Lübeck their 
plenipotentiary Wilhelm Rugenordt on 24 May 1511128, but the sources from 
the entire first half of the sixteenth century indicated that those disputes were 
never settled. On the other hand, the ship crewmembers and skippers were 
probably not held in captivity, because such a problem was not mentioned 
in the sources. Moreover, one of the skippers, namely Arndt Smidt, was at-
tacked by Lübeck privateers again on 19 June 1511 when he sailed from Zee-
land to Gdańsk with the goods belonging to Bernd Basman, Paul von Femern 
and aforementioned Bernt von Rees and Valentin Nagel129. In the same year, 

122 At least it was described in that way in the letter sent to the Lübeck city council. Likely, 
as leverage used by the Gdańsk city authorities, see Gdańsk to Lübeck, 12 July 1510, APG 300, 
27/8, pp. 69v – 70 (HR III/6, no. 9); HR III/6, no. 77: 6.

123 Gdańsk to Lübeck, 12 July 1510, APG 300, 27/8, pp. 69v – 70 (HR III/6, no. 9).
124 Gdańsk to Lübeck, 24 July 1510, APG 300, 27/8, pp. 71– 71v (HR III/6, no. 10).
125 Gdańsk to Rostock, 24 November 1510, APG 300, 27/8, pp. 80 – 80v (HR III/6, no. 69).
126 HR III/6, no. 77: 6.
127 HR III/6, no. 93: 28, 37– 39.
128 Gdańsk to Lübeck, 24 May 1511, APG 300, D/71, 106 (HR III/6, no. 185).
129 The ship was later brought as a prize to Riga. Thus, the owners of the goods and the ship 

appointed Hans Helm and Hinrich von Karpen, both burghers of Riga, as their plenipotentiaries 
to act in their name in that city, see Gdańsk to Riga, 31 March 1512, APG 300, 27/8, pp. 166v –167 
(HR III/6, p. 282, footnote 2).
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Gdańsk made efforts to settle the disputes with Lübeck and secure their west-
ward shipping during the Hansetag in June 1511. This is evidenced by two 
separate instructions prepared for the Gdańsk delegation130: one regarding the 
Hanseatic issues in general131 and the other regarding the Lübeck132 issues in 
particular, both of which included the disputed seizures of ships and goods133. 
Before the Hanseatic diet in Lübeck, consultations with other Prussian towns 
and cities and the Polish King Sigismund I took place. The king assumed that 
the aforementioned treaty between Poland and Denmark renewed in 1509 was 
sufficient to ensure the safety of ships and merchants from Gdańsk134. Nev-
ertheless, von Köckritz was sent again as a Polish envoy to that Hansetag 135, 
along with the delegates from Gdańsk and other Prussian towns and cities136. 
Setting the agreement on the safe passage through Øresund as a condition to 
start talks about other issues showed the determination of the Gdańsk del-
egation during this Hansetag 137. They focused more on the Lübeck privateers 
operating in Gdańsk Bay in 1511 and, in particular, on the safety of the Dan-
ish Straits, rather than on the financial losses suffered by Gdańsk merchants 
in 1510138. Despite the Wendish-Hollandish maritime hostilities (e. g. Lübeck’s 
complaints about the presence of Hollanders in Gdańsk appearing from Janu-
ary 1511139, and the seizures of Hollandish ships in the Gulf of Gdańsk140), 
both issues were discussed only in the context of the conflict with Denmark. 
As a result, the agreement between Gdańsk and Lübeck of 26 June 1511 de-
layed the solution of Gdańsk shipping loss problems until the end of the war 
with Denmark or the next Hansetag. Also, a commitment to restrict any indi-
vidual actions by Gdańsk burghers to obtain compensation from Lübeck was 
made141. It was more important to secure the shipping routes to Western Eu-
rope and in Gdańsk Bay against Wendish privateers. However, this agreement 

130 Incorrect information about the delegates from Gdańsk acting as observers and not 
as participants during the Hansetag in 1511 was provided in: H. Samsonowicz, Rozluźnienie 
związku z Hanzą, p. 327.

131 HR III/6, no. 192.
132 HR III/6, no. 191.
133 HR III/6, no. 192: 31: ‘Der genamenen scheppe anno teyene’.
134 Gdańsk to Toruń, 19 March 1511, APG 300, 27/8, pp. 117v –119 (HR III/6, no. 108; 

ASPK V/2, no. 272); M. Biskup, Szwecja w kręgu polityki Jagiellonów, p. 384.
135 There was an initiative to declare King Sigismund I as the protector of the Hansa but it 

failed, see HR III/6, no. 188: 157–158; Gdańsk to Polish King Sigismund, 28 July 1511, APG 300, 
27/8, pp. 129v –130v (ASPK V/3, no. 299).

136 HR III/6, no. 196: 1, 19.
137 HR III/6, no. 191.
138 HR III/6, no. 196: 91– 96, 102 –103, 107–124.
139 HR III/6, no. 93: 37.
140 P. Simson, op. cit., p. 352.
141 HR III/6, no. 193: 1– 3.
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was broken142 when the Lübeck fleet attacked a large group of merchant ships, 
mostly Hollandish, off the Hel Peninsula near Gdańsk on 11 August 1511143.

After the Treaty of Malmö had put an end to the war between Denmark, 
Sweden and the Wendish cities in 1512, Gdańsk still tried to receive compen-
sation for the shipping losses suffered in 1510 and 1511 during the Hanseatic 
diets. The claims for the three ships seized in the Danish Straits in 1510 ap-
peared during the Hansetag held in Lübeck in June and July of 1517144, for 
which a detailed list of the financial losses was prepared145. In the following 
year, during the next Hansetag, a delegation from Gdańsk held a long discus-
sion with their Lübeck counterparts about those claims and other disputes 
caused by the activity of Wendish, primarily Lübeck, privateers during 1510 
and 1511. Lübeck rejected those claims arguing that the Wendish cities warned 
against the privateers and that the burghers of Gdańsk were able to take le-
gal actions in Lübeck146. Among other things, the cases of Hans Stake, Anders 
Blanke and Arndt Schmidt were mentioned in the instruction for the delegates 
from Gdańsk to the Hansetag in May and June 1530, where the problem of 
past maritime disputes between the two cities was discussed147. A similar situ-
ation likely occurred during the Hansetag of 1535 when the representatives of 
Gdańsk discussed the problem of actions against Gdańsk shipping taken by 
Lübeck privateers in 1510 and 1511 and during the 1520s and 1530s148. A copy 
of the financial losses list that was prepared in 1517 can even be found among 
the documents covering maritime disputes that were collected by Lübeck au-
thorities for the Hansetag in 1540149.

Both the burghers and the city council of Gdańsk failed in their efforts to 
acquire the restitution of seized goods and the compensation for the financial 
losses caused by Lübeck privateers on 30 May 1510. The ships were not seized 
because of sailing from Zeeland and England but due to the Wendish blockade 

142 See the opinion expressed by historian P. Simson, op. cit., p. 353.
143 Christoph Beyer des ältern Danziger Chronik, p. 460; HR III/6, no. 214, 226; P. Simson, 

op. cit., p. 353; J. H. Barfod, op. cit., p. 115; L. Sicking, Neptune and the Netherlands, p. 212.
144 HR III/7, no. 39: 226 – 228.
145 HR III/7, no. 43: 1– 3.
146 HR III/7, no. 108: 293 – 322; HR III/7, no. 112; HR III/7, no. 113: 33, 86, 105 –111. For the 

notes prepared for the Lübeck delegation which concerned, among other things, the disputes 
with Gdańsk, see HR III/7, no. 112. The problem of cargo from Gdańsk loaded on and shipped 
by Hollandish vessels (‘fiende boddeme’) was mentioned in the context of the naval action near 
the Hel Peninsula undertaken by Lübeck in 1511, see HR III/7, no. 113: 86, 87.

147 HR III/9, no. 590: 34 – 36; HR III/9, no. 595: 1.
148 For the memo for the Gdańsk delegation, see HR IV/2, no. 124: 9; Danziger Inventar, 

no. 715, 716.
149 Allgemeine Versammlung der Hansestädte zu Lübeck 1540 trinitatis (Mai 23), Schaden-

verzeichnis der Danziger Kaufleute und Schiffer wegen der Lübecker Freibeuter 1510, Lübeck 
1540, AHL, ASA, Externa, Hanseatica, 159, pp. 40 – 42v.
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of Øresund150. Gdańsk city authorities made a mistake by postponing the 
settlement indefinitely when the agreement with Lübeck was made in 1511. 
On the other hand, they did not have such support from King Sigismund I as 
in the case of Hans Paul’s ship in 1509. Previous and later efforts made by send-
ing official letters or holding talks during the Hanseatic diets were insufficient 
against Lübeck’s stance in this matter. Interestingly, the Gdańsk city council 
did not escalate that conflict in the way they did after the aforementioned as-
sault by the Lübeck fleet on the Hollandish ships near the Hel Peninsula in Au-
gust 1511, when a group of Lübeck sailors who attacked the Hollanders was ar-
rested and later beheaded in Gdańsk on 9 September 1511151. The importance 
of those maritime disputes was apparently different. It is worth mentioning 
that during the compensation efforts made later, i. e. after 1512, their evolution 
from a diplomatic to a legal problem is noticeable152.

In the case of both discussed incidents, the ships sailed to Gdańsk without 
violating the naval blockade. In 1509, skipper Hans Paul was falsely charged, 
and a year later the ships were seized despite previous arrangements with the 
envoy from Lübeck regarding the security of Gdańsk navigation in Øresund. 
According to examined sources, none of the vessels was seized because of 
sailing from Holland, Zeeland or England. Admittedly, the seamen on board 
those ships were not victims of lethal violence, although they were ill-treated 
by privateers during the inspection of Hans Paul’s ship. Those regular seamen 
were not involved in the restitution efforts that followed both incidents. On 
the other hand, the valuable cargo that was lost on board the three ships in 
1510 belonged to the members of the ruling elite of Gdańsk which shaped 
the external policy of the city, e. g. Philip Bischof who became a burgomaster 
in 1517153. The actions undertaken by Lübeck privateers in Øresund in 1510 
threatened both the political and personal interests of those elite members, 
unlike the briefly mentioned cases of the seizures conducted by the Danes on 
the Baltic Sea in 1501–1509 and the discussed incident involving Hans Paul’s 

150 In a letter of 1512 there is an assurance that neither the cargo nor the land from where 
Arnd Smith’s ship sailed back to Gdańsk were hostile to Lübeck, but it was sent to the municipal 
authorities of Riga, which did not take part in the dispute, see Gdańsk to Riga, 31 March 1512, 
APG 300, 27/8, pp. 166v –167 (HR III/6, p. 282, footnote 2).

151 Gdańsk to Lübeck, 8 October 1511, HR III/6, no. 245, 246; Christoph Beyer des ältern 
Danziger Chronik, p. 461; P. Simson, op. cit., p. 353.

152 On this issue see the notarised protest of Gdańsk burghers Andreas Olsingk, Hans Abst-
hagen and Hans Hillebrandt concerning their claims against the Wendish privateers, Lübeck, 
14 July 1518, APG 300, D/31, 643; Allgemeine Versammlung der Hansestädte zu Lübeck 1540 
trinitatis (Mai 23), Beilage C: Protestation der Danziger Abgesandten auf dem Hansetag von 1518, 
Lübeck 1540, AHL, ASA, Externa, Hanseatica, 159, pp. 29 – 33v.

153 S. Kościelak, op. cit., pp. 127–129. For the involvement of members of the ruling elite in 
maritime conflicts, see J. Wubs-Mrozewicz, Mercantile Conflict Resolution, pp. 9 –10.
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ship, which caused a problem also for the aforementioned Pampowski and 
King Sigismund I.

Gdańsk city council did not question the legality of the actions taken by 
the Danish and Lübeck privateers during the conflict of 1501–1512154. To set-
tle the disputes that resulted from their actions against Gdańsk shipping, the 
city authorities used diplomatic methods, most often by sending official cor-
respondence, and less often by holding talks during the Hanseatic diets and 
legations, during which municipal secretaries made efforts for the restitution 
of the seized goods and ships and the compensation for the suffered financial 
losses. As a neutral party in this war, Gdańsk had limited influence over the 
Danish King Hans and Lübeck city councillors, who had the final word and 
decided on the return of seized prizes along with their freight. The Polish King 
Sigismund I was not fully involved in such problems of Gdańsk burghers and 
the assistance provided by his envoys depended on the interest of his inter-
national policy155. Throughout the entire period of this war, neither Lübeck 
nor Denmark wanted to engage in a military conflict with Gdańsk, despite the 
disputes156. Also, Danish privateering on the Baltic Sea seemed to be less dan-
gerous for the fundamental economic interests of Gdańsk burghers, namely 
the westward trade, than the privateering conducted at the behest of Lübeck 
in Øresund. This could be the explanation for the diplomatic efforts under-
taken by Gdańsk in 1510 and 1511 when the settlement of the claims regarding 
the financial losses suffered by Gdańsk merchants in 1510 was moved to the 
background. There is a need for further research on this topic to better under-
stand the rapid end of Gdańsk’s neutrality policy in the years 1521–1523, when 

154 For the origin of the distinction between pirates and privateers (i. e. between legal and 
illegal violence at sea) and the criminalisation of sea robbery in Northern Europe during the fif-
teenth and sixteenth centuries, see Thomas Heebøll-Holm, Philipp Höhn, Gregor Rohmann, 
Introduction, [in:] Merchants, Pirates, and Smugglers: Criminalization, Economics, and the Trans-
formation of the Maritime World (1200 –1600), ed. Thomas Heebøll-Holm, Philipp Höhn, 
Gregor Rohmann, Frankfurt a. M. 2019, pp. 9 –14; L. Sicking, Neptune and the Netherlands, 
p. 421; idem, The Pirate and the Admiral: Europeisation and Globalisation of Maritime Conflict 
Management, Journal of the History of International Law, vol. 20: 2018, no. 4, pp. 450 – 454. For 
the legitimisation of Lübeck privateers, see A. Kammler, op. cit., pp. 31– 43.

155 For the need for further research on the Jagiellonian diplomatic contacts with Scandi-
navia during the sixteenth century, see M. Biskup, Szwecja w kręgu polityki Jagiellonów, p. 361. 
A letter sent by the Polish King Sigismund I to Gdańsk (Vilnius, 26 August 1507) is worth men-
tioning here. The letter conveys the king’s disapproval of the municipal authorities of Gdańsk 
carrying out the city’s foreign affairs within the Hansa and without consultations with the mon-
arch, which is of great significance to the issues of Gdańsk’s autonomy in its external relations 
and Sigismund’s growing interest in international contacts with Scandinavian kingdoms and the 
Hansa. See APG 300, D/5, 661 (HR III/5, no. 285); see also Gdańsk to Polish King Sigismund, 
27 July 1507, APG 300, 27/7, pp. 289v – 290v (HR III/5, no. 280).

156 HR III/5, no. 459: 28.
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the city sided with Sweden and Lübeck against the Danish King Christian II, 
shortly after the Polish-Teutonic war of 1519 –1521.
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